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Sec.  15.19  Labeling requirements. 

 

 (a) In addition to the requirements in part 2 of this chapter, a device subject to  
  certification, or verification shall be labeled as follows: 

 

      (1)  Receivers associated with the operation of a licensed radio service, e.g.,  

   FM broadcast under part 73 of this chapter, land mobile operation under  

   part 90, etc., shall bear the following statement in a conspicuous    

   location on the device: 
 

    “This device complies with part 15 of the FCC Rules. Operation is subject to 

 the condition that this device does not cause harmful interference.” 

 

      (2) A stand-alone cable input selector switch, shall bear the following   
   statement in a conspicuous location on the device: 

 

          “This device is verified to comply with part 15 of the FCC Rules for use with 

   cable television service.” 

 
      (3)  All other devices shall bear the following statement in a conspicuous  

   location on the device: 

 

          “ This device complies with part 15 of the FCC Rules. Operation is subject to  

   the following two conditions: (1) This device may not cause harmful  

   interference, and (2) this device must accept any interference received,  
   including interference that may cause undesired operation.” 

 

  (4)  Where a device is constructed in two or more sections connected by wires  

   and marketed together, the statement specified under paragraph (a) of  

   this section is required to be affixed only to the main control unit. 
 

  (5)  When the device is so small or for such use that it is not practicable to  

   place the statement specified under paragraph (a) of this section on it, the  

   information required by this paragraph shall be placed in a prominent 

   location in the instruction manual or pamphlet supplied to the user or,  
   alternatively, shall be placed on the container in which the device is  

   marketed. However, the FCC identifier or the unique identifier, as  

   appropriate, must be displayed on the device. 

 

 (b)  Products subject to authorization under a Declaration of Conformity shall be  
  labeled as follows: 

 

 (1) The label shall be located in a conspicuous location on the device and shall  

  contain the unique identification described in Sec.  2.1074 of this chapter  

  and the following logo: 
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   (i) If the product is authorized based on testing of the product or system; 

    or 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  (ii) If a personal computer is authorized based on assembly using  

   separately authorized components, in accordance with Sec.    

   15.101(c)(2) or (c)(3), and the resulting product is not separately  

   tested: 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 (2) Label text and information should be in a size of type large enough to be  

  readily legible, consistent with the dimensions of the equipment and the  
  label. However, the type size for the text is not required to be larger than  

  eight point. 

 

  (3) Then the device is so small or for such use that it is not practicable to  

   place the statement specified under paragraph (b)(1) of this section on it,  
   such as for a CPU board or a plug-in circuit board peripheral device, the  

   text associated with the logo may be placed in a prominent location in the  

   instruction manual or pamphlet supplied to the user. However, the unique  

   identification (trade name and model number) and the logo must be  

   displayed on the device. 
 

 (4) The label shall not be a stick-on, paper label. The label on these products  

  shall be permanently affixed to the product and shall be readily visible to  

  the purchaser at the time of purchase, as described in Sec.  2.925(d) of  

  this chapter. “Permanently affixed”  means that the label is etched,  
  engraved, stamped, silkscreened, indelibly printed, or otherwise    

  permanently marked on a permanently attached part of the equipment or  

  on a nameplate of metal, plastic, or other material fastened to the  

  equipment by welding, riveting, or a permanent adhesive. The label must  

  be designed to last the expected lifetime of the equipment in the  

  environment in which the equipment may be operated and must not be  
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  readily detachable. 

 

 (c) [Reserved] 

 
    (d)  Consumer electronics TV receiving devices, including TV receivers,    

  videocassette recorders, and similar devices, that incorporate features   

  intended to be used with cable television service, but do not fully comply  

  with the technical standards for cable ready equipment set forth in Sec.   

  15.118, shall not be marketed with terminology that describes the device as  

  “cable ready” or “cable compatible,” or that otherwise conveys the 
  impression that the device is fully compatible” with cable service. Factual  

  statements about the various features of a device that are intended for use  

  with cable service or the quality of such features are acceptable so long as  

  such statements do not imply that the device is fully compatible with cable  

  service. Statements relating to product features are generally acceptable  
  where they are limited to one or more specific features of a device, rather  

  than the device as a whole. This requirement applies to consumer TV  

  receivers, videocassette recorders and similar devices manufactured or  

  imported for sale in this country on or after October 31, 1994. 

 
                 

Sec.  15.103  Exempted devices. 

 

The following devices are subject only to the general conditions of operation in Sec. 

Sec.  15.5 and 15.29 and are exempt from the specific technical standards and other 

requirements contained in this part. The operator of the exempted device shall be 
required to stop operating the device upon a finding by the Commission or its 

representative that the device is causing harmful interference. Operation shall not 

resume until the condition causing the harmful interference has been corrected. 

Although not mandatory, it is strongly recommended that the manufacturer of an 

exempted device endeavor to have the device meet the specific technical standards in 
this part. 

 

 (a) A digital device utilized exclusively in any transportation vehicle including  

  motor vehicles and aircraft. 

 
 (b) A digital device used exclusively as an electronic control or power system  

  utilized by a public utility or in an industrial plant. The term public utility  

  includes equipment only to the extent that it is in a dedicated building or large  

  room owned or leased by the utility and does not extend to equipment  

  installed in a subscriber's facility. 
 

 (c) A digital device used exclusively as industrial, commercial, or medical test  

  equipment. 

 

 (d) A digital device utilized exclusively in an appliance, e.g., microwave oven,  

  dishwasher, clothes dryer, air conditioner (central or window), etc. 
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 (e) Specialized medical digital devices (generally used at the direction of or under  

  the supervision of a licensed health care practitioner) whether used in a  

  patient's home or a health care facility. Non-specialized medical devices, i.e.,  

  devices marketed through retail channels for use by the general public, are  
  not exempted. This exemption also does not apply to digital devices used for  

  record keeping or any purpose not directly connected with medical treatment. 

 

 (f) Digital devices that have a power consumption not exceeding 6 nW. 

 

 (g) Joystick controllers or similar devices, such as a mouse, used with digital  
  devices but which contain only non-digital circuitry or a simple circuit to  

  convert the signal to the format required (e.g., an  integrated circuit for  

  analog to digital conversion) are viewed as passive add-on devices, not  

  themselves directly subject to the technical standards or the equipment  

  authorization requirements. 
 

 (h) Digital devices in which both the highest frequency generated and the highest  

  frequency used are less than 1.705 MHz and which do not operate from the AC  

  power lines or contain provisions for operation while connected to the AC  

  power lines. Digital devices that include, or make provision for the use of,  
  battery eliminators, AC adaptors or battery chargers which permit operation  

  while charging or that connect to the AC power lines indirectly, obtaining their  

  power through another device which is connected to the AC power lines, do  

  not fall under this exemption. 

 

 (i) Responsible parties should note that equipment containing more than one  
  device is not exempt from the technical standards in this part unless all of the  

  devices in the equipment meet the criteria for exemption. If only one of the  

  included devices qualifies for exemption, the remainder of the equipment must  

  comply with any applicable regulations. If a device performs more than one  

  function and all of those functions do not meet the criteria for exemption, the  
  device does not qualify for inclusion under the exemptions. 

 

 

Sec.  2.925  Identification of equipment. 

 
 (a)  Each equipment covered in an application for equipment authorization shall  

  bear a nameplate or label listing the following:     

 

  (1)  FCC Identifier consisting of the two elements in the exact order specified  

   in Sec.  2.926. The FCC Identifier shall be preceded by the term FCC ID in  
   capital letters on a single line, and shall be of a type size large enough to  

   be legible without the aid of magnification. 

 

  Example: FCC ID XXX123. XXX--Grantee Code 123--Equipment Product Code 

 

  (2) Any other statements or labeling requirements imposed by the rules  
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   governing the operation of the specific class of equipment, except that  

   such statement(s) of compliance may appear on a separate label at the  

   option of the applicant/grantee. 

 
  (3) Equipment subject only to registration will be identified pursuant to part  

   68 of this chapter. 

 

 (b) Any device subject to more than one equipment authorization procedure may  

  be assigned a single FCC Identifier. However, a single FCC Identifier is  

  required to be assigned to any device consisting of two or more sections  
  assembled in a common enclosure, on a common chassis or circuit board, and  

  with common frequency controlling circuits. Devices to which a single FCC  

  Identifier has been assigned shall be identified pursuant to paragraph (a) of  

  this section. 

 
  (1) Separate FCC Identifiers may be assigned to a device consisting of two or  

   more sections assembled in a common enclosure, but constructed on  

   separate sub-units or circuit boards with independent frequency controlling  

   circuits. The FCC Identifier assigned to any transmitter section shall be  

   preceded by the term TX FCC ID, the FCC Identifier assigned to any  
   receiver section shall be preceded by the term RX FCC ID and the identifier  

   assigned to any remaining section(s) shall be preceded by the term FCC 

ID. 

 

  (2) Where telephone equipment subject to part 68 of this chapter, and a  

   radiofrequency device subject to equipment authorization requirements  
   are assembled in a common enclosure, the nameplate/label shall display  

   the FCC Registration Number in the format specified in part 68 and the  

   FCC Identifier in the format specified in paragraph (a) of this section. 

 

  (3) Applications filed on or after May 1, 1981, and applications filed earlier  
   requesting equipment authorization using the single system of  

   identification pursuant to section (a)(1) will receive a review of the  

   identification portion by the Commission's Laboratory with respect to  

   nameplate/label design within 30 days after receipt at the Laboratory.  

   Failure by the Laboratory to reject a nameplate design proposed in any  
   particular application within this time period will constitute de-facto  

   acceptance of the nameplate/label design for that particular equipment.  

   Such de facto acceptance will be limited to the equipment covered by the  

   particular application and will not be considered to establish a precedent  

   for other applications. This review deadline applies only to the proposed  
   nameplate/label design, not to the remainder of the application. 

 

  (4) For a transceiver, the receiver portion of which is subject to verification  

   pursuant to Sec.  15.101 of this chapter, the FCC Identifier required for  

   the transmitter portion shall be preceded by the term FCC ID. 

 



TITLE 47   TELECOMMUNICATION 

CHAPTER I   FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

PART 15  RADIO FREQUENCY DEVICES 
 

 (c)  [Reserved] 

 

 (d) In order to validate the grant of equipment authorization, the nameplate or  

  label shall be permanently affixed to the equipment and shall be readily visible  
  to the purchaser at the time of purchase. 

 

  (1) As used here, permanently affixed means that the required nameplate  

   data is etched, engraved, stamped, indelibly printed, or otherwise  

   permanently marked on a permanently attached part of the equipment  

   enclosure. Alternatively, the required information may be permanently  
   marked on a nameplate of metal, plastic, or other material fastened to the  

   equipment enclosure by welding, riveting, etc., or with a permanent  

   adhesive. Such a nameplate must be able to last the expected lifetime of  

   the equipment in the environment in which the equipment will be operated  

   and must not be readily detachable. 
 

  (2)  As used here, readily visible means that the nameplate or nameplate data  

   must be visible from the outside of the equipment enclosure. It is  

   preferable that it be visible at all times during normal installation or use,  

   but this is not a prerequisite for grant of equipment authorization. 
 

 (e) A software defined radio may be equipped with a means such as a user display  

  screen to display the FCC identification number normally contained in the  

  nameplate or label. The information must be readily accessible, and the user  

  manual must describe how to access the electronic display. 

 
 (f)  Where it is shown that a permanently affixed nameplate is not desirable or is  

  not feasible, an alternative method of positively identifying the equipment may  

  be used if approved by the Commission. The proposed alternative method of  

  identification and the justification for its use must be included with the  

  application for equipment authorization. 
 

      Note: As an example, a device intended to be implanted within the body of a  

  test animal or person would probably require an alternate method of  

  identification. 

 
 (g)  The term FCC ID and the coded identification assigned by the commission  

  shall be in a size of type large enough to be readily legible, consistent with the  

  dimensions of the equipment and its nameplate. However, the type size for  

  the FCC Identifier is not required to be larger than eight-point. 
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Sec.  2.926  FCC identifier. 

 

 (a) A grant of equipment authorization issued by the Commission will list the  

  validated FCC Identifier consisting of the grantee code assigned by the FCC  
  pursuant to paragraph (b) of this section, and the equipment product code  

  assigned by the grantee pursuant to paragraph (c) of this section. See Sec.   

  2.925. 

 

 (b) The grantee code assigned pursuant to paragraph (c) of this section is  

  assigned permanently to applicants/grantees and is valid only for the party  
  specified as the applicant/grantee in the code assignment(s). 

 

 (c)  A grantee code will have three characters consisting of Arabic numerals,  

  capital letters, or combination thereof. A prospective grantee or his authorized  

  representative may receive a grantee code electronically via the Internet at  
  https://gullfoss2.fcc.gov/prod/oet/cf/eas/index.cfm. The code may be   

  obtained at any time prior to submittal of the application for equipment  

  authorization. However, the fee required by Sec.  1.1103 of this chapter  

  must be submitted and validated within 30 days of the issuance of the grantee 

  code,  or the code will be removed from the Commission's records and a new  
  grantee code will have to be obtained. 

 

  (1) After assignment of a grantee code each grantee will continue to use the  

   same grantee code for subsequent equipment authorization applications.   

   In the event the grantee name is changed or ownership is transferred, the  

   circumstances shall be reported to the Commission so that a new grantee  
   code can be assigned, if appropriate. See Sec. Sec.  2.934 and 2.935 for  

   additional information. 

 

  (2) [Reserved] 

 
 (d) The equipment product code assigned by the grantee shall consist of a series  

  of Arabic numerals, capital letters or a combination thereof, and may include  

  the dash or hyphen (-). The total of Arabic numerals, capital letters and  

  dashes or hyphens shall not exceed 14 and shall be one which has not been  

  previously used in conjunction with:   
 

      (1) The same grantee code, or 

 

  (2)  An application denied pursuant to Sec. 2.919 of this chapter. 

 
 (e) No FCC Identifier may be used on equipment to be marketed unless that  

  specific identifier has been validated by a grant of equipment authorization  

  issued by the Commission. This shall not prohibit placement of an FCC  

  identifier on a transceiver which includes a verified receiver subject to Sec.   

  15.101, provided that the transmitter portion of such transceiver is covered by  

  a valid grant of type acceptance or certification. The FCC Identifier is uniquely  
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  assigned to the grantee and may not be placed on the equipment without  

  authorization by the grantee. See Sec.  2.803 for conditions applicable to the  

  display at trade shows of equipment which has not been granted equipment  

  authorization where such grant is required prior to marketing. Labeling of  
  such equipment may include model or type numbers, but shall not include a  

  purported FCC Identifier. 

 

 

Sec.  2.953  Responsibility for compliance. 

 
 (a)  In verifying compliance, the responsible party, as defined in Sec.  2.909  

  warrants that each unit of equipment marketed under the verification  

  procedure will be identical to the unit tested and found acceptable with the  

  standards and that the records maintained by the responsible party continue  

  to reflect the equipment being produced under such verification within the  
  variation that can be expected due to quantity production and testing on a  

  statistical basis. 

 

 (b) The importer of equipment subject to verification may upon receiving a written  

  statement from the manufacturer that the equipment complies with the  
  appropriate technical standards rely on the manufacturer or independent  

  testing agency to verify compliance. The test records required by Sec.  2.955  

  however should be in the English language and made available to the   

  Commission upon a reasonable request, in accordance with Sec.  2.956. 

 

 (c)  In the case of transfer of control of equipment, as in the case of sale or  
  merger of the grantee, the new manufacturer or importer shall bear the  

  responsibility of continued compliance of the equipment. 

 

 (d)  Verified equipment shall be reverified if any modification or change adversely  

  affects the emanation characteristics of the modified equipment. The party  
  designated in Sec.  2.909 bears responsibility for continued compliance of  

  subsequently produced equipment. 

 

 

Sec.  2.1204  Import conditions. 
 

 (a) Radio frequency devices may be imported only if one or more of these  

  conditions are met: 

 

  (1)  The radio frequency device has been issued an equipment authorization by  
   the FCC. 

  (2) The radio frequency device is not required to have an equipment  

   authorization and the device complies with FCC technical administrative  

   regulations. 

 

  (3) The radio frequency device is being imported in limited quantities for  
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   testing and evaluation to determine compliance with the FCC Rules and  

   Regulations or suitability for marketing. The devices will not be offered for  

   sale or marketed. The phrase “limited quantities,”  in this context means: 

 
   (i) 2000 or fewer units, provided the product is designed solely for  

    operation within one of the Commission's authorized radio services for  

    which an operating license is required to be issued by the Commission;  

    or 

 

   (ii) 200 or fewer units for all other products. 
 

   (iii) Prior to importation of a greater number of units than shown above,  

    written approval must be obtained from the Chief, Office of  

    Engineering and Technology, FCC. 

 
   (iv) Distinctly different models of a product and separate generations of a  

    particular model under development are considered to be separate  

    devices. 

 

  (4) The radio frequency device is being imported in limited quantities for  
   demonstration at industry trade shows and the device will not be offered  

   for sale or marketed. The phrase “limited quantities,”  in this context  

   means: 

 

   (i) 200 or fewer units, provided the product is designed solely for  

    operation within one of the Commission's authorized radio services for  
    which an operating license is required to be issued by the Commission;  

    or 

 

   (ii) 10 or fewer units for all other products. 

 
   (iii) Prior to importation of a greater number of units than shown above,  

    written approval must be obtained from the Chief, Office of  

    Engineering and Technology, FCC. 

 

   (iv) Distinctly different models of a product and separate generations of a  
    particular model under development are considered to be separate  

    devices. 

 

  (5) The radio frequency device is being imported solely for export. The device  

   will not be marketed or offered for sale in the U.S., except: 
  (i) If the device is a foreign standard cellular phone solely capable of  

   functioning outside the U.S. 

 

  (ii) If the device is a multi-mode wireless handset that has been certified  

   under the Commission's rules and a component (or components) of  

   the handset is a foreign standard cellular phone solely capable of  
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   functioning outside the U.S. 

 

 (6) The radio frequency device is being imported for use exclusively by the  

  U.S. Government. 
 

 (7) Three or fewer radio receivers, computers, or other unintentional radiators  

  as defined in part 15 of this chapter, are being imported for the    

  individual's personal use and are not intended for sale. 

 

 (8) The radio frequency device is being imported for repair and will not be  
  offered for sale or marketed. 

 

  (9) The radio frequency device is a medical implant transmitter inserted in a  

   person granted entry into the United States or is a medical implant  

   programmer/controller transmitter associated with such an implanted  
   transmitter, provided, however that the transmitters covered by this  

   provision otherwise comply with the technical requirements applicable to  

   transmitters authorized to operate in the Medical Implant Communications  

   Service under part 95 of this chapter. Such transmitters are permitted to  

   be imported without the issuance of a grant of equipment authorization  
   only for the personal use of the person in whom the medical implant  

   transmitter has been inserted. 

 

  (10)  Three or fewer portable earth-station transceivers, as defined in Sec.   

   25.129 of this chapter, are being imported by a traveler as personal  

   effects and will not be offered for sale or lease in the United States. 
 

 (b) The ultimate consignee must be able to document compliance with the  

  selected import condition and the basis for determining the import condition  

  applied. 


